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products are defined in additional U.S. notes 2 and 3 of the Harmonized
Tariff Schedule of the United States. The Secretary of Agriculture, in con-
sultation with the United States Trade Representative, is authorized to ex-
ercise my authority pursuant to section 404(a) to issue import licenses gov-
erning the importation of such products within the applicable tariff-rate
quotas.

(2) All provisions of previous proclamations and Executive orders that
are inconsistent with the actions taken in this proclamation are superseded
to the extent of such inconsistency.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of
October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-fourth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7236 of October 8, 1999

Leif Erikson Day, 1999

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In preparing for the new millennium, Americans have become increasingly
aware of the richness of our Nation’s history and heritage and of the gen-
erations of men and women whose contributions have brought us safely to
this moment in our American journey.

One of those remarkable individuals was Leif Erikson, who led a small, in-
trepid band on a voyage of discovery across the North Atlantic from Green-
land, arriving on the coast of North America almost a thousand years ago.
The courage, resourcefulness, and fortitude of Leif Erikson and the other
Viking seafarers foreshadowed the strength and character of the many Nor-
dic pioneers who would make their own voyage to America centuries later.
Building new lives through hard work, they also helped build our Nation
and sustain our fundamental values of freedom, justice, and democracy.

The millions of Nordic Americans who have contributed so much to our
peace and prosperity through the decades have also strengthened the bonds
of friendship between the United States and the people of Denmark, Fin-
land, Iceland, Sweden, and Norway. With a shared past and common
ideals, we have worked in partnership to promote democracy and oppor-
tunity around the world. Through our Northern European Initiative, the
Nordic countries and the United States continue to promote our common
values in the region and to facilitate Baltic and Russian integration into
Western institutions.

The next millennium will hold great challenge and great promise for our
Nation and for the people of the Nordic countries. We have only to look
back on the achievements of Leif Erikson to rekindle our spirit of adventure
and to inspire us as we embark on our own exploration of the uncharted
territory of the future.



120

Title 3—The PresidentProc. 7237

In honor of Leif Erikson, son of Iceland, grandson of Norway, the Congress,
by joint resolution approved on September 2, 1964 (Public Law 88–566),
has authorized and requested the President to proclaim October 9 of each
year as ‘‘Leif Erikson Day.’’

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 9, 1999, as Leif Erikson Day.
I encourage the people of the United States to observe this occasion with
appropriate ceremonies and activities commemorating our rich Nordic
American heritage.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of
October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-fourth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7237 of October 8, 1999

National School Lunch Week, 1999

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
For more than 50 years, the National School Lunch Program has been at
the forefront of our Nation’s effort to promote the health and well-being of
our children. Created to ensure that all children in our Nation receive the
nourishment they need to develop into healthy and productive adults, the
program provides nutritious lunches to more than 26 million children each
day in 95,000 schools and residential child care institutions across the
country. For many children, this free or reduced-price meal is often the
most nutritious meal of their day.

Equally important, the National School Lunch Program provides our chil-
dren with the fuel they need to remain alert and attentive in the classroom.
Common sense tells us—and scientific research confirms—that a hungry
child cannot focus on learning and that a child who does not eat properly
is more likely to be sick and absent from school. Day in and day out,
school lunches give our children the energy to learn today, while helping
them prepare for the challenges of the future.

An array of nutrition programs now supplements the National School
Lunch Program. Whether providing schoolchildren with a good breakfast or
a healthy afternoon snack, the School Breakfast Program, the Summer
School Food Service Program, the Special Milk Program, and the Child and
Adult Care Food Program help ensure that our children eat nutritious and
healthy meals throughout the day. As we observe this special week, let us
reaffirm the belief of President Harry Truman, founder of the school lunch
program, that ‘‘Nothing is more important in our national life than the wel-
fare of our children, and proper nourishment comes first in attaining this
welfare.’’

In recognition of the contributions of the National School Lunch Program
to the health, education, and well-being of our Nation’s children, the Con-


